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MikMik e Benniee Bennie
The Wine Front
The d'Arenberg wine range is giddying in its
scope now, so much so that I don't know
what is meant to be flagship, so in my mind,
and I guess many, this, Dead Arm, is The
One. Good year for red wines from The Vale.
It's powerful, chewy, densely packed with
dark fruits , warm spice, cedary licks and
grit ty tannins. It's quite tight and firm in its
present stage, but has the feel of pent up
McLaren Vale shiraz that can go a distance.
Perfume holds the invite in blackcurrant,
choc-liqourice bullets, twigs-briar and
fireplace wood scents, violets. Attractiv e as.
Texture for now goes a dry mouth gummy,
but I wager the wine relaxes in a year with
mellow fruit softening things nicely. Good
release here. Very good, indeed.

96 P96 Pointsoints
PPatrick Eckatrick Eckelel
Wine Reviewer
The Dead Arm Shiraz is one of the most
iconic wines of McLaren Vale, fermented in
5 tonne open fermenters with header boards
that submerge the grape skins, ensuring
tannin and colour extraction. The wine
finishes fermentation in barrel, is aged on
it's own lees and bottled without f ining or
filtration.

This is a wine that you should open and
decant for at least a few hours if drinking in
the next two to three years with air helping
to unravel layers of complexity. On the nose
there is a concentration of plum that gives
way to star anise and cured meat, oak is
there but very much secondary.

Taut black fruits and redcurrant are the first
impression on the palate, with bay leaf,
coffee grinds and gentle oak spice that gain a
touch of blue fruit on the mid palate before a
web of drying tannin put it back in it's place.

The finish is all class, lightly spiced plum and
dark cherry are wrapped in woodsmoke and
earth. The length is significant.

Dan TrauckiDan Traucki
Wine Assist
What a sensational powerhouse of a wine!
Starting with the masses of deep dense
purple colour, then on to the big brambly
plumy nose with a good dollop of vanillin
oak.
The palate offers a gorgeous big mouthful of
layered flavours, complex and complete with
a tight grippy finish that lingers divinely.
Whilst this is a sensational wine now, it will
be mind blowing in a few year's time when it
has rounded out a bit more- as they say in
the classics - 'Patience grasshopper'
TRULY AWESOME.
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JJohn Roohn Rozentalszentals
PS News
This is my favourite of the three new 2014
vintages of the  Icons. The lovely, rich
berryfruit fla vours have a delightfully
earthy, old-vine edge to them. Think ripe
berries, foot-crushed autumn leaves and
stewing mushrooms. Then bring on the
heartiest of winter beef stews

94 P94 Pointsoints
QWine
This is the most enjoyable Dead Arm release
I'v e had the pleasure of tasting in recent
years. A few glasses went through to the
keeper before I even considered writing the
review - delicious.

Dense fruit, sleek oak, a well-balanced wine
to see out the long term for those pursuing
time in the cellar. Cherry ripe is laid on long
and thick. Tar, black earth, black olive and a
dash of spice all play their part. There's some
bit terness with a hint of cedar. It's a bit tight
initially but a good airing sorted that out.
Over a few days it found its feet nicely.
Almost powdery in the end, the finish is
drying and sapping.

A great red wine which will pay dividends to
those loyal followers of this d'Arenberg icon.

Drink 2019 to ten years.

97 P97 Pointsoints
TTonony Ky Keyseys
The Key Report
Mulberry and ripe plum nose, layers of
flavour as one is peeled back another comes
to the fore. It's a wine to sip, savour and
appreciate, somehow descriptive words
seem scarce, the enjoyment in the mouth
overriding words in the mind. It's long
stretching in a lazy way from beginning to
end, the pleasure points beautifully caressed
as the wine flows across them.

97 P97 Pointsoints
RaRay Jy Jordanordan
The West Australian
If you haven't been to d'Arrys in McLaren
Vale, you really haven't lived. This iconic
lit tle restaurant is a must visit - great food
and great wines. The Dead Arm is the
pinnacle and this elegant 2014 is as stylish
and refined as any released. Supremely
balanced with a deep palate intensity that is
controlled and effortlessly long. A wine that
will liv e for many years yet is drinking so
beautifully now.

992 P2 Pointsoints
Nick StockNick Stock
JamesSuckling.com
A chewy and rich red with tannic and berry
character. Dark chocolate and walnut
undertones. Medium to full body, bright
acidity and a clean and flavorful f inish.
Drink now but better in 2019 for the tannins
to resolve.

95 P95 Pointsoints
JJames Hallidaames Hallidayy
James Halliday The Australian Wine
Companion 2018
Part hand, part machine-harvested, crushed
and destemmed, 2-3 weeks on skins in an
open headed down fermenter, matured for
20 months in French oak (8% new) and a dab
of American oak.
Deep crimson-purple; ultra full-bodied and
densely packed with the darkest black fruits,
licorice, 70% cacao dark chocolate and ripe
tannins. Will live forever.
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